
Go to impactgiveback.org
on Giving Hearts Day 
& click on “DONATE”

February 13, 2014

More than 7,800 men & women pass through the Cass 
County Jail in a year. Jail Chaplains offer them hope through 
faith based programs including; Bible studies, Celebrate 
Recovery, ALPHA, Mom’s In Touch, Anger Management, 
Dad’s In Touch and knitting. 

1. Order ‘sweet treats’ for your family, 
friends, neighbors, club meeting, 
co-workers or staff to let them know 
how special they are to you.  For 
every Red Velvet Cake Donut sold 
on February 13th Sandy’s will 
donate $2 to Jail Chaplains.  
Pre-ordering is encouraged so we 
can have your order set up and 
ready to go for you!  
Call Sandy’s at 701.281.0430

2. NEW....Free delivery for orders of 2 
dozen or more in Fargo, West Fargo 
or Moorhead. We’d be happy to 
include a personal message from 
you with the ‘sweet treats’.  
Pre-orders accepted through Noon 
on Wednesday, February 12th.  
Call Sandy’s at 701.281.0430  Place 
your order(s) early and beat the 
rush! 

3. Jail Chaplains Board of Directors, 
staff & volunteers will be on site at 
Sandy’s  Donuts from 7 - 1 p.m. on 
Giving Hearts Day.  Stop by we’d 
love to visit and help you make an 
on-line donation, if you’d like.

HOW ELSE CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?A CHANGED HEART         A CHANGED LIFE
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“Restoring lives to the community 
with the love and compassion of 

Jesus Christ.”

My name is James 
Williams and I am 
thankful for the 
opportunity to tell you 
about the change Jesus 
has made in my life.  
He has taken a broken 
man who did many bad 
things and made me 
new from the inside 
out!

I grew up in Wisconsin in a very broken family with much abuse.  
About age 13 I started using alcohol and looking for love and 
acceptance which resulted in my joining the Lion Kings gang.  
That involvement lead to drug use and my being arrested for 
armed robbery by time I was 18.  These choices earned me a 3 ½ 
year sentence in a state penitentiary.  I was released making the 
same unhealthy choices or worse.

I moved to Fargo in 2008 and got a job but continued to hang out 
with old friends using drugs and doing bad things.  I ended up 
earning myself another 6 month sentence, this time in the Cass 
County Jail. 

It was through Chaplain Mike and the volunteers leading the 
faith based programs in the Cass County Jail where God opened 
my eyes and I learned Jesus loves me. I recognized I could make 
better choices and reading the Word would help me learn how to 
do that.  I am so thankful for the men that came in every week to 
talk with us and teach us; Harvey, Bryan, David & Pastor Darrel 
along with Chaplain Mike.  I can’t thank God and these guys 
enough along with the Sheriff and his staff that allow the Jail 
Chaplains to come in and tell us about the good news of Jesus.

I got out of jail 16 months ago and I had nothing but the clothes 
on my back and a back pack with a Bible I got in jail.  I walked 
about 5 miles and ended up at the Stop ‘n Go.  I remembered 
Chaplain Mike had written his phone number in the back of the 
Bible so I pulled it out and asked if I could use the phone.  Turned 
out Chaplain Mike was only about 2 blocks away on his way to a 

I’m a new man in Jesus..... by James Williams

The Second Chance that makes 

All the Difference

Bible study at First Assembly Church, he offered to pick 
me up and helped me get plugged in to the church.

Because of the bad choices I had made, the mother of my 
child wanted nothing to do with me and I was devastated.  
Chaplain Mike and other brothers in Christ helped me 
learn to take that hurt and heartbreak to Jesus.  I started 
to pray for Him to change me so I could show Sawain 
I was a new man.  God answered my prayer and my 
family is restored. I have the opportunity to be a father 
to my beautiful daughter, Sonia and I am engaged to her 
mother. We plan to be married soon.  

I give God all the glory for what He has done and 
continues to do in my life.  I have a good job, invite 
friends to a Bible study in my home and do all I can to tell 
people about the Jail Chaplains because He used them to 
help me hear the Truth.  I am living proof that people 
can change.  I just want to thank everybody who prays 
for Jail Chaplains and gives money so this ministry can 
keep going and helping more people hear about Jesus.

OUR MISSION

Would you like to go to jail for lunch?
Please join us for lunch in the Cass County Jail. This will give you an “inside look” at the programs the Jail Chaplains offer. 

While you enjoy your meal (same as the inmates are having that day) we’ll share about the ministry.
You will hear testimony directly from inmates or former inmates about how the Lord is working in their lives.

These luncheons are limited and by reservation.

 Tuesday, September 18th, 11:45 AM - 1 PM  •  Cass County Jail, 450 - 34th St. S, Fargo, ND
Call Gerri at 701-364-0067 or email jailchaplains@ideaone.net to make your reservation.

Chaplain Mike Sonju and a team of dedicated volunteers lead 
Bible studies inside the Cass County Jail, Monday thru Friday. 
On Saturday evenings church services are offered for both men 
and women. January – June, 2012 the attendance at the Jail 
Chaplain programs totaled over 1,800. Thanks to all of you who 
have partnered financially with our ministry allowing us to serve 
this ‘mission field’ right here in our community. A huge thanks to 
the Cass County Sheriff’s Department for their desire to not be a 
warehouse for people, but rather to provide opportunities for them 
to leave jail a healthier person than they arrived. I am blessed to be 
a part of the Jail Chaplains team whose goal is to restore lives to 
the community with the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.   

Carol Kent, popular international speaker and former radio show co-host featured on 
Focus on the Family, will be the guest speaker.  Carol and her husband, Gene, have 
one son, Jason. He is a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy with an impeccable military 
record. Jason shot and killed his wife’s ex-husband. Jason, long recognized for his 
exemplary character, now walks a path no one could have predicted—and his family lives 
in the aftermath of a devastation most cannot imagine.
 
Carol candidly tells the story of those first horrible days after the murder and how the 
Lord is leading them through this terrible ordeal in a book, “When I Lay My Isaac Down”.  
At the Dessert Social you will have the opportunity to hear Carol share about their faith 
walk and how important ministries like the Jail Chaplains are to be working inside jails 
and prisons, offering the hope only available through Jesus. More details coming in 
September…..
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The Good News is Going Forth

Save the Dates

Our 
Mission

• Provide inmates with
  spiritual guidance 
  and support

• Share the Gospel of
  Jesus Christ

• Help bridge the gap
  between the inmate, their 
  family and a local church

• To assist and help in
  practical ways, to 
  encourage and help our
  graduates in a positive 
  spiritual journey with
  Jesus Christ

“God is there waiting
with open arms.
My life didn’t work 
because I didn’t have
God running it for me!” 
     - Cass County Inmate

The second chance 
that makes all the 
difference in a life!

Tuesday, November 13th

Jail Chaplain Annual Dessert Social
Ramada Plaza Suites

OUR MISSION
• Provide inmates with spiritual 

guidance and support
• Share the Gospel of Jesus Christ
• Help bridge the gap between the 

inmate, their family and a local 
church

• To assist and help in practical 
ways, to encourage and help 
our graduates in a positive 
spiritual journey with Jesus 
Christ.


